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holme1, Ivie, Bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare
aforded to be greene. The Conduits and Standardes in the
streetes were likewise garnished, amongst the which I reade
in the yeare 1444 that, by tempest of thunder and lightning,
on the first of Februarie at night, Powles steeple was fired,
but with great labour quenched; and toward the morninge of
Candlemas day, at the Leaden Hall in Cornhill, a Standarde
of tree being set up in the midst of the pavement fast in the
ground, nayled fill of Holme and Ivie, for disport of Christ-
mas to the people, was torne up, and cast downe by the
malignant spirit (as was thought) and the stones of the pave-
ment all aboute were cast in the streetes, and into divers
houses, so that the people were sore agast of the great
tempests.
In the weeke before Easter, had ye great shewes made for
the fetching in of a twisted tree, or "With," as they termed it,
out of the Woods into the Kinges house, and the like unto
every mans house of Honor or Worship.
In the moneth of May, namely on Mayday in the morning,
every man, except impediment, would walke into the sweete
meadows and greene woods, there to rejoyce their spirites
with the beauty and savour of sweete flowers, and with the
harmony of birds praysing God in their kind. And for example
hereof Edward Hall hath note, that Henry the eight, as in
the 3. of his raigne and divers other yeares, so namely in the
seaventh of his raigne on May day in the morning, with the
Queene Katheren his wife, accompanied with many Lords
and Ladies,, rode a maying from Greenwitch to the high
ground of Shooters hill, where as they passed by the way,
they espied a companie of tall yeomen cloathed all in Greene,
with greene hoodes, and with bowes and arrowes, to the
number of 200, One, being their chieftaine, was called Robin
Hoode, who required the king and his companie to stay and see
his men shoote; whereunto the king graunting, Robin Hoode
whistled; and all the 200 Archers shot of[f}, loosing all at
once, and when he whistled againe, they likewise shot againe.
Their arrowes whistled by craft of the head, so that the noyse -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